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To the President and Congress of the United States:

Whereas, the Congress of the United States enacted the Education for
A1l Handicapped Children Act of 1975, now known as the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), to ensure that all children with
disabilities in the United States have available to them a free and
appropriate public education that emphasizes special education and related
services designed to meet their unique needs, to assure that the rights of
children with disabilities and their parents or guardians are protected, to
assist states and localities in providing for the education of all children
with disabilities and to assess and assure the effectiveness of efforts to
educate children with disabilities; and

Whereas, since 1975, federal law has authorized appropriation levels
for grants to states under IDEA at forty per cent of the average per pupil
expenditure in public elementary and secondary schools in the United States;
and

Whereas, Congress continued the forty per cent funding authority in
P.L. 105-17, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Amendments of
1997 and

Whereas, Congress has never appropriated funds equivalent to the
authorized level, has never exceeded the fifteen per cent level and has
usually appropriated funding at only about the eight per cent level; and

Whereas, Arizona is committed to providing a free and appropriate
public education to children and youth with disabilities to meet their unique
needs; and

Whereas, the Arizona lLegislature is extremely concerned that, since
1978, Congress has not provided states with the full amount of financial
assistance necessary to achieve its goal of ensuring children and youth with
disabilities equal protection of the laws; and

Whereas, the failure of Congress to fully fund special education
programs requires states to take funding from other vital state and local
programs in order to fund this underfunded federal mandate.

Wherefore your memorialist, the House of Representatives of the State of

Arizona, the Senate concurring, prays:

1. That the President and Congress of the United States provide the
full forty per cent federal share of funding for special education programs
so that Arizona and other states participating in these critical programs can
fully meet the unique educational needs of children and youth with
disabilities.

2. That the Secretary of State of the State of Arizona transmit copies
of this Memorial to the President of the Unitad States, the President of the
United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives and each Member of Congress from the State of Arizona.

PASSED BY THE HOUSE FEBRUARY 6, 2001.
BY THE SENATE MARCH 14, 2001.
OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE MARCH 15, 2001.




Passed the House_j,@&‘]_ﬂ@?_é_, 200 Passed the SenateLMW’ / ‘/ 4,20 0/

by the following vote: S Ayes by the following vote: \z Ayes

) Nay =§ Not Voting \ a\ Nays, O Not Voting

‘ (e
V Speaker of the House President of the 8Cuate

Thiman S Fhre

[  Chief Clerk of the Hfuse

Secretary of the

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA
OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE

This Memorial was received by the Secretary of Stafe
H.C.M. 2001 :

mis. /5 qayor MAACh w001

at %iﬂ%aﬁ \%;;ZQ/
etary of State



